I.
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These two verses flash like diemonds from the long liste of indistinguished nemes
in the ovening chapters of T Thronicles. This surprising histery occurs in the
midet of chapters that are full of nothing bubt names. Tt is like a flower that we
come upon vnexpectedly, erowing awong barren rocks, or a little »it of golden cloud
apvearing in a dull, dreary sky. OF the nan whose neme thug shines as a Uine example
to God's people im all ages,; we | lutbely nothing beyond what is recorded in
this brief passage of sceripture. Like a weteor im the Cld Teslument sky, he only
appears on one solitary occsslor and then venishes. Fe is never again svoken of in

thePible., Strapgely eanctigh, in the long penealogical teble vhersin he is introducsd
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to 18, we do not £ind even the name of either his father or his mother.
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Te be praised is whet evervbody wants: to be deserving of praise is whal God wants --
for 811 of His children. To vate high with people ig the awbiiion of the many; to
rate high with God is the sepiretion of the few. Jabez was in this select company..
Bis total place im the Biblical record covers only twe verses, bub they are packed
with descriptive phrases thal are immensely revealing.

Iet us look at "God's Fongrable Man® and learn wherein his distinction was to be
fouond .

Ee Had An Uhustal Name.

Uis very name, "Jabez", is suggestive, and seems to heve left an imprint on his owm
mind, It is vein to try to conjecturs the particular distress which induced hls
mother thus to call him "Jabez?; vhich means "scrrowful®.

Wher an infant is born, the wother is gererally guite happy. Bub vnlike most psrents,
the mother of Jebez was not joyful abt his birth. Jobez was born in a sorrowful time.
Thers were sorrowful conditionms round sbout him, He lived in a very stormy and war~
like sge. Some suppose that his mother was sorrowful becense her husband had recent-
1y died snd left her a widow, Whsbever the resson, when the friends assembled at

the time of giving the child its name, instead of choosing = joyful one; she sg21d,
"0all him Jabez.” You may ask, why did she o211 him that?" I ean not tell. Perhaps
she visualized her 1ittle son growing up without a father's protection and care.
Likely the future locked very dreary to her. Maybe she thought that her boy as well
as herself would have nothing bub gzorrow in their fubture Iives; that without s
stronger srm to lean upon he would only be a cause of anxiety to her. Seemingly she
felt as if gshe could never be happy again: that her boy would bring nothing bub
additional care, snxiebty and grief,
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Jabez 4id not have smoobh sailing. Times were thresbeming. Trials were numerous.
Difficulties challenged his unfolding character. Despite it all,; linked up with Cod
as he was, Jgbew came throuch, like a storm-batitered ship steaming into port, its flags
frayed from the gale but still flying top-mast. ‘

One danger we face in lsuding the heroes of the yesteraavs is thet we shalil forget or
be ignorant of the flerce and flaming troubles they sndured before they reached the
place of eminence for which we honor them,

Thank God for Jabez. The Lord snsbled him Yo turn hiz: sorrows inte splendors, his
troubles into treasvres snd his bane inbto bsavbty. FPeul said, "How I would have you
know, brethren, that what I have gone through has tvrned cub for the furtherance of
the gospel rather than otherwise."” TFor God's Fonorsble Msn trouble isn't frustration
it is Turtherance.
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"Bless me indeedl" eried Jabez. VWhatever he mey have mesnt by it, we Christisns
know what we mean by it. WUe mean, TOrant us; 0 God; Thy very neture to become
the central and governing glory of cur lives,® T# vou will talk to God like that
and mesn 1%, then vou will join the ranks of God's honorable cnes.

There sre many varieties of blessings. OSome are bleps ﬁngs only in neme: they
gratify our wishes for a mm$ent9 vut pernanently disspooint our expectations. They
charm the eye, bub pall on the taste. {thers sre mere temporary blessings: they
perish with the using. @xﬂﬁfk for swhils they regele the semses, thsy camnot satisfy
the higher craﬂings af the Sﬂhin Iet grace ff 1 wrompt it, let the cholee of
God aprpoint it, let the bouwnty of God 1 then the endowment shall be
something indeed, '

To put it in another light, we mzy compare the blessing Jabez craved with these
blessings that are temporal and transient., One of the first cravings of men's hesrt
is wealth. FHow many have thought if they once possessed it they should be blessed
indeed! Bub there are ten thousend proofs thet hapriness doss not consist in the

sbunfence of things which o man possesseth,
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Blesasings indeed are suck blessings sg come Prom the vwierced hand; blessings that
come from Calvery's bloody tree, stresming from the Savicur's wounded side. Any
blessing that comes as the resuld of the Holy Spirit's work in thy soul is & bleszing
indeed, : '

Tt was a preyer for growth,
"That Thou wouldest enlarge wy coast.” We msy be gure of this, that he was not
thinking of mere personsl aggrendisement, Tt would seewm that he did include the

gift of inereased regources, influvence; and spiritusl power,

Wnetever dirvection our p + take hether for the elfalrs of the body or the
needs of i w4 be towerd enlargement and
growth., Corpsssion; coursge, - in you? Tren they are
groving., I they are gerwing, . gtmosphere of prayer.

" Let us pray that the lord will %enlarge our coasts.? We must not be circumseribed

L

im gpirituasl things. ¥We must noi live sivays withily these narrow bounds. There are
bright and glerious tracts heyond. We need to know more of God, more of Christ,

and more of self. We must not be content to remsin as we are, while there is 350
much Yo do, so much to lesrr, and so wuch te enicy.

It was a prayver for guidsnce,
"Thet thive hand mey be with
was & time when he thougkld i Bg

sure that God's hand is with you when you are golny oud o live your 1ife; or to do
God's work. We need His hand Yo guide, twrsustain, to restrain, uwrder all clroumsiances
of difficuliy, responsibility, and dangsr. '

e Ordy sn bumble man couldd have prayed that. There
s own srm was girong enough. It s & grest thing to be

It was a prayer for godliness.

“ind that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it masy not grieve me," This petition
suggests that God is the only sufficient Protector agsinst sin, On the basis of
natural goed sense and from observeticn, Jaber had been convinced that wrongdoing

is not passed by without retribubtion sure and certain; that YGod is not mocked: for -
whatgoever s men soweth that will he also resp.” Jabez was afraid of evil lest it
showld hurt him., Thet is one way of locking wpon sin. Tt can produce nothing butb
pain and tribulstion im the end, "0 that Thowv wouldest keep we from evil, that it
may not grieve me.® That is the prayer for godliness, which climexes the prayer

for greece, for growth, and for gunidance. And God answered his prayer and granted
his request. He granted his request becsuse the reguest was in sccordance with his
will,
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